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THE TSAR'S CANCELLATION OF GENERAL MOBILIZATION
At 9:40 P.M. Nicholas II received at Peterhof a second
telegram from the Kaiser. In it William II insisted that
"Serbian promises on paper are wholly unreliable," and,
in the dominating tone which he had so often found suc-
cessful in the past with the Tsar, told him warningly:
It would be quite possible for Russia to remain a specta-
tor of the Austro-Serbian conflict without involving Europe
in the most horrible war she ever witnessed. I think a direct
understanding between your Government and Vienna pos-
sible and desirable, and as I already telegraphed you, my
Government is -continuing its exertions to promote it. Of
course, military measures on the part of Russia which would
be looked upon by Austria as threatening would precipitate
a calamity we both wish to avoid, and jeopardize my posi-
tion as mediator which I readily accepted on your appeal
to my friendship and my help,45
The Kaiser apparently judged correctly the effect of
this tone on the weak and changeable "Nicky," for the
Tsar, ruminating on the situation, began to think he had
made a mistake in signing the ukase for general mobilization.
He now decided immediately and on his own initiative4e
to cancel the order for general mobilization, and to substi-
tute in its place the apparently less dangerous partial
mobilization.
The Tsar therefore called up lanushkevich, and there
followed a three-cornered telephone conversation between
the Tsar, Sukhomlinov, and lanushkevich, in which the two
military men tried to convince the Tsar that he was making
a terrible mistake; that there was no guarantee that the
Kaiser's mediation at Vienna would be successful; that
it was clear from Germany's and Austria's conduct that a
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